


Hi! We’re the Innovation Wyrkshop at the University 
of Wyoming.

We’ve planned, designed, deployed, and operated 
two multimillion dollar makerspaces in Wyoming. 
As such, our team members are recognized as state 
authorities on makerspace development and 
programming. 

Now, thanks to a generous grant from the 
Department of Workforce Services — Division of 
Vocational Rehabilitation, we want to help you set 
up a $35,000 mini makerspace in your community 
for your Pre-ETS students.

At no cost to you.



Housed in the College of Engineering & Applied Science at the University of Wyoming, the 
Innovation Wyrkshop is the largest makerspace at UW, and one of the largest and 
best-equipped makerspaces in the Mountain West. From the UW community to Southeast 
Wyoming and beyond, we’re free, open, and accessible to everyone!

WHAT WE DO
EMPOWER MAKERS

GROW COMMUNITIES

FOSTER COLLABORATIONS

WHO WE ARE

The Makerspace Access Pass (MAP) program is our simple 
solution for standardizing hardware and software training in order 
to lower barriers to access. Every maker’s credentials and prior 
experiences carry over across makerspace borders, accelerating 
and encouraging collaboration and cross-pollination of people, 
policy, knowledge, and ideas. Your makers will be able to use the 

Laramie makerspace, and vice versa.

The Makerspace Access Pass program serves as an affordable, 
powerful bridge to cross divides and encourage interaction between 
creative communities. Makers can access any MAP makerspace 
across Wyoming, and school or community administrators can rest 
easy knowing that makers have learned a core set of competencies 

necessary to operate machines safely and effectively.   

From late Fall 2019 to March 2020, a total of 983 
individual makers attended workshops to earn 1,499 
skill badges at our locations, ultimately becoming 
proficient in over 50 different creative skills from 3D 

printing and laser cutting to sewing and soldering.

To date, four facilities across southeast Wyoming and one college 
network in Iowa have adopted our programming. Soon, we’ll have 
nine spaces across the state. One of them could be in your town.

Today, the Innovation Wyrkshop provides creative space to approximately 1,000 monthly makers to share 
discoveries, work together, and learn to use state-of-the-art technology. Our hope is to promote an atmosphere 
of innovation, creativity, empowerment, experimentation, accessibility, and exploration. At the same time, we 
want students to embrace a right to fail and cultivate an environment that encourages and rewards con�dence, 
motivation, self-reliance, collaboration, and solidarity. We see it as our duty to celebrate and embrace higher 
education ideals that promote educational applications, research endeavors, real-world skill development, and 
that ready students for employment opportunities.

Next? We’re looking to expand outward and build �ve additional makerspaces across Wyoming. That’s where 
you come in.



With your help, we want to build makerspaces across Wyoming for students, 
educators, and community members to collaborate, create, innovate, tinker, and 
learn without limits. These spaces will be primarily aimed at providing unique 
opportunities to Pre-ETS young adults with disabilities, or those with potential 
disabilities, and will be accessible to all high school-aged youth across Wyoming. 
Our intent is to build a network of makerspaces where a greater diversity of 
makers can attend free workshops and learn to use state-of-the-art technology 
in order to develop important practical skills necessary to succeed in a wide 
range of high-growth creative STEAM industries.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

There really isn’t one. We promise. We want to expand our programming to help the most number of people 
across Wyoming, and we think we’ve designed something pretty special to do just that.

Our primary mission is to promote an atmosphere where makers from all technical levels, abilities, and 
backgrounds can bring their unique experiences and perspectives to the innovative design process. We’ve 
done that at our makerspaces on the University of Wyoming campus. Now we want to do that across 
Wyoming.

Our dream is to build makerspaces throughout the state that will be welcoming, open, free, and accessible to 
our Front Range communities. Building a makerspace in your city or town allows us to provide more students 
and community members with machinery they might not have access to at home, as well as our popular 
“Makerspace Access Pass,” or “MAP” training program for free. 

Let’s dive into exactly what your makerspace will get from us.

WHAT’S THE CATCH?

And here’s the best news: we’ll provide all the technology, tools, funds, and training to get started, entirely 
free. The only things we need from you are 1) an accessible room in your school or community center to set up 
the makerspace, as well as a couple spare tables, chairs, and 2) a handful of enthusiastic educators, community 
members, and engaged students who want to learn how to use the equipment and help us run the place.



$10,100 in new equipment, which includes:

WHAT YOU’LL GET

• Four (4) Prusa Mini 3D printers
• One (1) Glowforge laser cutter
• Three (3) Singer Quantum Stylist 9960 sewing machines
• Three (3) powerful laptops with 3D modeling and CAD software
• Two (2) advanced electronics repair kits, as well as soldering 
   irons, calipers, and assorted electronics bench equipment.
• Assorted woodshop and workshop tools, including dremels, 
   Dewalt drills, pliers, saws, bench vices, large tool kits, and a work 
   bench to house it all.
• Assorted crafting and sewing tools, including needles, pins, 
   shears, cutters, cutting mats, clothes irons, ironing boards, 
   measuring tape, and sewing scissors.

• Funds to hire either two PreETS students at each location to 
   serve as Makerspace Team Leads, or
• Funds to hire one PreETS student as well as a small stipend to 
   incentivize one local educator to serve as our community liaison.

$900 in materials, which includes:

$9,800 for personnel and sta�ng, which includes:

$1000 for organizational supplies
$400 in o�ce supplies
$227 in cleaning supplies
$100 in safety equipment
$1,500 for community advertising
and more!

• Filament for the 3D printers
• Fabric and batting for the sewing stations
• Paint, glue, staples, and tape for the crafting stations
• Assorted nails, screws, and woodshop materials
• Solder, �ux paste, and assorted electronics bench materials.
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Train in one makerspace and gain access to the entire network, 
including our flagship $1.4 million facility in Laramie. That’s the basic idea 
behind the MAP program. 

The Makerspace Access Pass is a personalized learning journey 
customized to different makers and learning styles. It’s a pretty simple 
concept: students find the hardware or software they want to learn from 
our list of ten overarching series and over 50 individualized courses. No 
machine is off limits. Makers can sign up for an in-person workshop or 
our ever-growing repository of self-paced online classes. With our help, 
you’ll teach them how to use the machines and tools. Then, they take a 
quick quiz to show us they know their stuff, earn an awesome digital 
badge to show off to employers, and they’re done! On average, from 
start to finish, makers will be creating something amazing in less than 
90 minutes. What they create and where they go after that is entirely up 
to them!
 
At the heart of it, the MAP is a collaborative credentialing digital badge 
system created to standardize how makers are trained on equipment 
and machines in order to provide them access to an ever-growing 
network of makerspaces. It was created to help ensure that equipment 
training and workshops in these spaces are done safely, responsibly, 
uniformly, and in a way that allows makers from participating MAP 
institutions to gain access to a statewide network of makerspaces and 
tools quickly, and with fewer barriers.

Become a stop 
along the MAP



HOW IT WORKS

Makers pass a brief 10 to 20 
question competency quiz 
to demonstrate they can 
operate the equipment 

safely and effectively. 

Makers sign up for and attend 
a 60-minute standardized 
workshop for any piece of 
equipment they’re interested 
in learning at any participating 
MAP facility. Alternatively, 
experienced makers can test 
out to gain immediate access.

MAP administrators can tap 
into the incredible amount of 
associated metadata collected 
automatically by MAP to inform 
and guide their facility’s growth 

and development.

Makers earn their workshop 
badge, reserve a machine 
online, and start creating! MAP 
credentials are recognized by  
all participating facilities, 
meaning there’s no need to 
retake training at each new 
space.

Educators, knowledge experts, 
administrators, and instruction 
designers dream up new 
workshops and share their 
ideas with collaborators. There’s 
no upper limit to the number of 

badges we can offer.

MAP instructors, educators, and 
administrators review and 
ultimately publish the new 
standardized workshops to be 
shared  with and recognized by 
all participating facilities.
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BY THE
NUMBERS

1,499

457
MAP

badges
earned

MAP
makers 
taught

MAP 
workshops

offered

MAP 
machines
reserved

983

1,774
From June 2019 to

March 2020, there were:

566
makers are 3D 
printing pros.

285
makers mastered 
the woodshop.

583
makers are
safety specialists. Project themesTypes of Projects

52 community 
members

248

163
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Class or
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Other

40 faculty 
members

577 student 
makers

114

31

178

115

99 staff 
members

276.6%
annual growth 
compared to 
pre-MAP 
years

Who uses the MAP:

Art Engineering Science Tech



WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU?

Access to a curated database 
of over 50 workshops.1

Standardized safety cards, 
operating guides, instructor talking 
points, and online quizzes.2

A sophisticated machine reservation 
and space booking software suite.3

An integrated learning management 
system that ensures only safely trained 
makers can access equipment.4

An automated badge credentialing  
and reward system proven to 
motivate makers. 5

An enormous wealth of metadata 
to inform and guide your facility’s 
evolution and development.
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To apply to become one of our next 
Innovation Wyrkshop locations, or 

to read more about our 
programming, please visit 

https://www.wyrkshop.org/apply


